Programme Map: Foundation Phase Programme
Programme Purpose:
· Accredit the professional development of teachers with a prior qualification in Foundation Phase teaching at a lower level, or to retrain qualified teachers in a new teaching subject, namely teaching in the Foundation Phase.
· Deepen subject matter knowledge, general principles and methodology in relation to teaching Grades R-3.
· Develop appropriate knowledge, skills, values, attitudes and dispositions of educators within the fields of Foundation Phase curriculum, policy, and pedagogy
· Enable students to develop disciplinary, pedagogical, practical and situational learning reflexive competences in teaching and learning in the Foundation Phase of schooling.
	Programme Learning Outcomes
	Semester 1
January – June 2012
	Semester 2
July – December 2012
	Semester 3
January – June 2013
	Semester 4
July – December 2013

	In the special area of Foundation Phase Teaching, candidates must demonstrate:
	ACT1
Child Development in the Early Years
	ACT2
Teaching and learning in the FP
	ACT3
Mathematics Education for the FP
	ACT4
Teaching reading and writing in the mother tongue in the FP
	ACT5
Mathematics Education for the FP
	ACT6
Teaching English as an additional language in FP
	ACT7
Creative play in the early years
	ACT8
Professional practice in FP

	· Practical competence in designing, planning, implementing and evaluating lessons and creating a conducive learning environment for children in grades R-3
	· Use examples from practice to shape working theories
· Barriers to learning including differentiation (make explicit physical and contextual barriers)
	· Demonstrate understanding of  progression in children’s learning
	· Understand the principles of integrated planning and assessment in the FP maths classroom
· Develop skill in selection and/or creation of suitable classroom materials to support teaching
	· Value and work with the reciprocal relationship between reading and writing
· Develop the skill of conducting miscue analysis and using it to inform teaching
· Develop skills for supporting learning through demonstration, shared activities, guided activities and independent activities.
	· Understand principles of integrated planning and assessment in FP maths classroom
· Develop skill in selection and/or creation of suitable classroom materials to support teaching
	· Develop practical skills develop a full range of language skills in a first additional language in children.
	· Facilitate physical development, drawing skills and imaginative development through play.
· Develop skills in teaching, planning, designing resources and assessing
	· Creatively design lessons which are not scripted and critically reflect on teaching and learning in these lessons

	· Appropriate and adaptable professional skills in Grade R-3 classrooms.
	· 
· Challenge children in a developmentally appropriate manner
	· 
· Understand a range of theories and practices in relation to curriculum, planning, assessment, classroom management, discipline.
	· 
	· Adapting appropriate strategies, assessment for progression.
	
	· Adapting appropriate strategies, assessment for progression.
	
	· Value teacher agency in teaching and learning

	· To value principles of teaching such as reflection, action research and collegial professional development
	
	
	
	· 
	
	
	· Deepen their value and love of creative play
	

	· A capacity to critically analyse  relevant materials, resources and practices in the light of theoretical understanding of learning and teaching in the foundation phase
	· Apply theoretical understanding of children’s development
· Read research and critically analyse how young children develop and learn
· Understand, express and demonstrate beliefs about child development
	· Understand how children learn
· Understand, express and demonstrate beliefs about teaching and learning
	· Understand theoretical underpinnings of maths education
· Understand how number concept develops in the early years
· Develop pedagogic content knowledge to facilitate the learning of early arithmetic.
· Develop pedagogic content knowledge to facilitate the learning of patterns
	· understand and explain arguments for establishing literacy in the mother tongue
· Develop a wide repertoire of teaching theories and strategies.
· Understand benchmarks in terms of identifying and use relevant resources and work.
	· Understand theoretical underpinnings of maths education
· Understand how geometric thinking develops (van Hiele)
· Develop pedagogic content knowledge to facilitate the learning of measurement.
· Develop pedagogic content knowledge to facilitate the learning of data handling
	· Develop theoretical knowledge of teaching English as a second language, including conditions for skill transfer from one language to another
· Appreciate the debates about learning  a second language
	· Appreciate the importance of play in the Foundation Phase and understand what it means
	· 

	· The ability to justify choices made in grade R-3 classrooms in the light of theoretical understanding, contextual conditions and contemporary trends relating to teaching in the foundation phase of schooling.
	· Understand how young children develop and learn
· Reflect on practice from the perspective of how children develop and learn
	· Reflect on key aspects related to practice in FP such as social context, curriculum, planning, methodology, assessment, classroom management, discipline.
· Act on those reflections in terms of improving teaching and  children’s achievements.
	· Understand how number concept develops in the early years
· Develop pedagogic content knowledge to facilitate the learning of early arithmetic.
· Develop pedagogic content knowledge to facilitate the learning of patterns
	· Display knowledge of children’s literature including different genres and how to sequence
· Display knowledge of teaching encoding and decoding, for example handwriting and phonics.
	· Understand how geometric thinking develops (van Hiele)

· Develop pedagogic content knowledge to facilitate the learning of measurement.
· Develop pedagogic content knowledge to facilitate the learning of data handling
	· Assess language skills in home language of children and deploy those skills in teaching the first additional language.
	
	· Reflect critically on the implications of teaching and adapting scripted lessons for teacher agency and learner appropriateness

	Assessment Criteria:
Summative, integrated assessment must:

	· Measure applied competence in relation to teaching in the foundation phase of schooling, in other words it must assess appropriate practice, theoretical understanding and reflective competence.
· Assess the extent to which candidates have integrated knowledge and skills delivered through the 8 modules which make up the programme.
· Assess the extent to which candidates can work competently, flexibly, responsively and effectively in the foundation phase context.
· Assess a variety of roles in practice in situ in foundation phase classrooms and/ or in simulated situations. The candidate must
· Generate, explore and consider options for appropriate action.
· Identify the most appropriate course of action in relation to the context.
· Explain the reasons for that selection, including theoretical understanding and contextual considerations.
· Perform the identified action, while continuously monitoring and adapting performance as required, including communicating effectively in ways that are appropriate to the learners and the learning context and appropriate management and administration of the learning environments and learners.
· Reflect on and evaluate his/her performance and identify areas for improvement.
· Develop a plan or strategy for future action which reflects an integration of what has been learned through reflection.
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